DECEMBER ijio          Journal to Stellct

have been orders for all ships from the Baltick to pass their
quarantine before they land; but they neglect it. You
remember I have been afraid these two years.
9. O faith, you are a saucy rogue. I have had your
sixth letter just now, before this is gone; but I won't
answer a word of it, only that I never was giddy since my
first fit, but I have had a cold just a fornight, and cough
with it still morning and evening; but it will go off. It is,
however, such abominable weather that no creature can
walk. They say here three of your commissioners will be
turned out, Ogle, South, and St. Quintain,41 and that
Dick Stuart42 and Ludlow will be two of the new ones. I
am a little soliciting for another; 'tis poor lord Abercorn,43
but that is a secret, I mean, that I befriend him, is a secret;
but I believe it is too late, by his own fault and ill fortune.
I dined with him to-day. I am heartily sorry you don't go
to Clogher, faith, I am; and so God Almighty protect poor
dear, dear, dear, dearest MD. Farewel till to-night. I'll
begin my eleventh to-night; so I am always writing to
little MD.
LETTER XI
[SATURDAY]                                 London, Dec. 9, 1710.
SO, young women, I have just sent my tenth to the post-
office, and, as I told you, have received your seventh (faith
I'm afraid I mistook, and said your sixth, and then we
shall be all in confusion this month.) Well, I told you I
dined with lord Abercorn to-day, and that's enough till
by and bye; for I must go write idle things; and twittle
41  The three Commissioners of Revenue here named retained their
places* Samuel Ogle was Commissioner from 1699 to 1714; John South
from 1696 until his death in 1711, when he was succeeded 07 Stephen
Ludlow; and Sir William St. Quintin, Bart., from 1706 to 1713.
42  See p. 77 n.43
43  James Hamilton, 1656-1734, sixth Earl of Abercorn, succeeded his
cousin in the title, 1701, He was Privy Councillor to Anne, George I,
and George II.
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